


large <ollection of Tarot cards to show how closely
many of the characters in The alexandria Quartet

ratch the Tarct pictures in description znd svmpolism

It would ot have been a true Durrell confer-
ance without some exciting nocturnal socializing,
catching up with old friends and developing new ties.
But for comsiderations of delicacy and tact, I would
nominate for a special DipiBme d'Honneur thosa mem—
bers of the LDS who kepc zhe taverns and dance par-
lors of nearby Cambridge, oOhio, going ¢ill 3 A.M.,
and then made it on time to the Saturday morning ses-
sion!

Precisely because OMG III was so fine, we are
under a special obligation to maintain and even raise
our standards for the next confereace. Michael
Begnal should receive all possible encouragement and
support for OMG IV at Pennsylvania State University
in the spring of 1986. It is time to start planning.
Some possibilities already mentioned include a stu-
dent discussion group (either made up of Penn. State
students, or of carefully salected and prepared young
scholars we could bring from our home areas) and an
assessment of the Avignon Quincunx (provided the Fi-
aal volume has been opublished by the beginning of
1986, as now seems likely), Nancy Lewis also agraes
with me that we 2eed move comparative studiss o nelp
define Durrell’s place in modern lireratura.

I am thappy to have turned over che presidency of
the LDS co Jim Nichols, who deserves osur zhanks for
his superbly efficient work as Secretary/Treasurar
since the founding of the Sociery in 1980. I also
want to welcome two familiar members as new officers,
Nancy Lewis as Vice-President and Gregory Dickson as
Secretary/Treasurer. °Please give rthis troika vour
most energetic support! Send in suggestions, recrui:c
new members, and plan for OMG IV.

May vou all flourish, and with you, the TLawrence
Durrell Society!

Photo by lan S. MacNiven

Ted Hissam in the title role of An Irish Fauscus.

James R. Yichols

QUTGOING-SECRETARY/TREASURER'S REPORT

In an effort to keep all our members up-to-date
concerning Society business let me note and briefly
discuss a faw of the more important reports and ac-
tions which wera part of the Sociefy's bieanial meer—
ing, the full minutes of which have already been senc
to the membership.

1) The Secretary/Treasurer's Report noted that our
finances are in che best shape chey have ever bheen
in. Ye have always been a Society with an extremely
low dues structure. We live through our msembers
rather cthan off chem. Wde have carried on a modestc
and successful publications program aot only in spite
of chis but because of iz. Still, it is comforting
to xnow that our Regular Account is more chan suffi-
cient to handle cyclical sxpenses and that our Pub-
lications Account, begun in 1982 at the Baltimore
meeting, can aow play a significant, albeit minor,
role in Society planning.

2) Both the Executive Committee (past presidents
of the Society) and Publications Commictee (past and
present editors of the biemnial Proceedings) should
be of crucial service during the next two vears. The
Soclety membership has ensured invaluable continuity
of leadership noc just in the near futurs, but over
the long haul. We are growing siowly, carefullv, and
wisely.

3) The newly elected officers, Grag Dickson (Sec-
retary/Treasurer), Yancy Lewis (Vice-President), and
myself as President are from a wide cross-secrcion of
the country--New Mexico, Wisconsin, and Ohio. That's
good. The Society now has members from 25 states, !1
countries (Brian Smith has been posted to Jakarta),
and 5 concinencs. We are 2 small but diverse gzroup
and need to ensure that we take advantage of the
strength that chis offers us.

4) SUNY/Maricime Collage (chrough the gzood offices
of past president lan MacNiven) provided 3750 support
toward publication of the Proceedirgs of On Miracle
Ground TII. Last week the University of Baltimore
(through the actions of Carol Peirce and Wayne
Markerz) also contributed $750 toward rhis oroject,
and thus it will now be possible for Wayne to print
the Proceedings. Jay Brigham from <Xelowna, Canada,
was elected to edit the Proceedings of On Miracle
Ground III and the process will begin.

3) By my count, the group that adjourned the meet~-
ing at approximately noon Sunday was twenty-three
strong, all Society members, Bill Richards coming
from as far away as Melbourne, Australia. That is 1
slightly larger group than at Baltimere and a more
diverse group. A lot of conference participants were
vitally interested in the affairs of -the Society and
that bodes well.

ON MIRACLE GROUND II PROCEEDINGS

Wayne Markert has been sending participants of the
second Durrell conference galleys of their papers.
If you do not receive vours by the end of Mav, con-
tact him Iimmediately. Wayne asks that vou read your
paper for arrors, and amake minor additioms, updates,
or changes if vou wish. Please do the proofing quick-
iy and recturn che zallevs ¢o him as soon as possible.




James R. Nichols

THE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

Actually the old Secretary/Treasurer has said it
2ll, and in their infinite wisdom, the Society's mem—
bers have seen fit to hand over the reigns of this
heraldic office to Greg Dickson. Sc be it! Greg
will do 2z marvelous job and (for z person who must
count on his fingers and toes) I'm relieved.

You have also surrounded me with superb (and infi-
nitely understanding) advisors. I intemd to rely
neavily upon Vice-President Naney Lewis and the Exec-
vtive Committee of past presidents over the next two
vears. Nancy is a careful and imaginative scholar
ané an accurate intellect, gualities that will trans-
late well into work which must be done. With Nancvw,
Greg, Iar MacNiven, Carol ©Peirce, and Michael
Cartwright as mv mzjor support, it should be clear
why I enter intc the next bienniur humblv. But it's
also a safe feeling, anc I appreciate that.

The wmajer <cask at hand will be te obtzin Modern
Language Associztion recognition of our Society and
thus, automaticallyv, a2 session at each December meer-
ing. Tc that ¢ the Executive Committee and as many
of the office possible hope to meet ezrly this
summer tc dref ns and revise documents for sub-
mission te tha Shoulé the summer prove frui:~
ful, and I expect ir will, we will contact vou zl11 in
tne £fall with more specific tplans and 2 more exact
timetable for MLA recognition ané application to the
IRS for the tax exempt status. Davié Russell ané Don
Bixler are helping us with legal matters.

The Sociery must also submit at the time of its
application to the MLA & proposal for z special ses-
sion. If anv members have special research interests
which thev are pursuing over the summer, ané wouléd
like to contribute to such z session, please ler us
know. The Executive Committee will draft a2 proposzl
anc¢ submit it for the 1985 MLL meeting, sc  sugges-
cions should be in by early next vear.

Michael Begnazl has sent welcome news: he and the
Departwent of English of Pennsvlvaniz State Universi-
ty are willing to hest On Miracle Grouné IV, Speak-
ing of conferences, I was very happy with vour com-
metts about OMG III and wish to share part of z let-
ter from Bill Godshalk:

L R B 1\ ]

Dear Jim,

What a wonderful conference. I was so
very pleased with everything that my whole
outlook on  literature--and especially
Lavwrencs Durrell--was renewed. I realize
that sounds rather hyvperbolic, but never-
theless it's true. I'm glad that I final-
1y made it--and vou can be sure that I'll
be on hand next time for the next confer-
ence.

I look forward¢ to seeing Bill and zll the res:t of vou
ir Urniversity Park, Pennsvlvanis irn 1986.

Finally, I hope vou take me 2 bit seriously wher I
say I'm sorry to be leaving the Secretary/Treasurer

M
-

post. As Secretary/Treasurer I was fortunate enough
te meet all of you over and over in vour lerters.
The job was & lot of work, but it was very rewarding.
1 got to know people, and I got to know them first.

It's & good thing I'nm gone, however, ané I'nm
pleased tc be able to help out as President over the
next twe vears. Durrell scholars are z special group
of people who think with clarity, sensitivity, anc
passion andé live the same way. That's why our con-
ferences are so good. i

We are alsoc a growing organization. Saac Hussein
Sohdby from Alexandria, Egvpt joineé our grour just
titis last wonth, so we now boast of five continents.
I'n looking forward to this 3job. It's been =z good
vear.

Thank vou &ll and enjov vour surmmer.

regory Dickson

G
SECTRETARY/TREASURER'S REPORT

In the future this column, along with the Presi-
dent's Report, will be devoted to the official busi-
ness of the Lawrence Durrell Society, but since this
s my first elected position in the Society and I
have only been in office a2 month, I have nothing of-

cial to report. I would like to use this space,
to discuss our new newsletter. First, our
hanks must go to Susan MacNiven and Wayne Markert,
ing their time and expertise ro get this
projec:t moving. And thanks, too, to Ian MacNiven who,
though not listed as a co-producer of the Herald,
collected and disseminated ideas about zhe project
immediately after On Miracle Ground III. He has
written a la2tter o the officers and committess of
<he LDS, summing up the philiosophv and possible con~
tents of this producticn, and I could do no dertte
than to relay his comments o vou (with a2 litzlie am-
plification of mv own).

To begin, this is a newsletter, not to be confused
ith our scholarly older sibling Deus Loci: The
awrence Durrell Quarterlv. More importantlyv, this
is the Society's newslerter: the members' suggesticns
anéd contributions will determine the Irequencvy of
publication and the amount and make-up cf the marteri-
al we princ, A suggestion for publication dates i
"two or three regularly scheduled issues per vear,
with as manv supplements as events may dictate. As a
bare minimum, 15 February (to set up MLA proposals,
usuallv due Dy mid-April) and 13 September (fo czatch
LDS members just back in harness after the summer)."

The contencs of the Herzld will include:

1. President’s Report.

2. Secretary/Treasurer’'s Report.

3. News from Foreign Correspondents-~wnen we have
Toreign Correspondents. We would like Society mem-
bers who live outside North america to write us about
Durrell news and perspectives in their parcs of che
world. Any volunteers?

. Publications, both recent and Iorthcoming, with
urchasing information if applicadble. Susan's sug-
gestion that this include works by members {their
books and articles oun other authors as well as those
on Durrell) and works by and about Durrell is, [
think, an excellent one. Collecting Durrell and
Durrelliana is no longer simple or inexpensive, so it
behooves us all to keep up to date.

5. Notes and Queries. The Queries especiallv belong
here, but if you have done serious rasearch on your
Note or reached an important conclusion, you should
probably address your information to James Brigham or
Ian MacNiven, editors of Deus Loci. On the other
hand, quick thoughts or bits of information vou fhink
might be helpful or interesting to Societvy members
have a home here now. I am sure we all enjoyed and
proiited from the discussions, both formal and infot-
mal, we had at OMG III, and one of the purposes of
this newsletter is to continue that kind of dialogue.
Ray Morrison and I, for example, were discussing the
difficulty of teaching Yeats's Byzantium poems with~-
out some kind of graphic support. I remembered cthat
I had in =myv garage some sparkling illustrations of
Constantinople which I am sending to Ray. He, in
turn, is sending me photocopies of some Durrell mate-
rizal I have never seen. We hope Notes and Queries
will encourage this kind of axchange.

6. The vet unnamed Gossip Columm, to include such i-
tems as LDS members' Tavels, sabbaticals, grants,
werks-in-progress, teaching strategies concerning
Durrell, unusual teaching experiences, summer adven-
tures; Lawrence Durrell news, press items, media ap-
pearances, etc. AL Ihe 2onfeverice we werk pizased to
cateh up on Durrell's and friends' waoings, dut aanv
of us felt that once every two vesrs was not ofzen e-

nough to do so. I1If sometning concerns Lawrence
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Durrell or a Society member or the Societv itself,
then I think we would all appreciate reading about it
in the Gossip Column. As an example of what vyou
might find here, I would like to pass along some in-
formation I gleaned at the Society meering from a u-
sually unreliable source. The editor of the OMG III
Proceedings will be sending a letter to ail partici-
pants containing a summary of the latest MLA guide=-
lines for documentation as well as his views of what
your paper should look like when completed. I also
learned, ZIror the same impeachable source, that if
you do not follow these recommendations your paper
will end wup looking like a) the script for episode
#257 of Sesame Strest, b) the rough draft of anvthing
Malcolm Lowry wrote when he could afford some mescal,
or c) both of the above. I'n not sure my unnameable
oracle was jesting, either.

7. Changes of address for LDS members.

A. Some members have reported that their mail was
not being forwarded while they were on sabbarical or
vacation. If you have a cemporary address and would
like to get quicker delivery of LDS mailings, includ-
ing correspondence from other members, let me know.

B. Be sure to inform me of any permanent change
of address for my Secretary/Treasurer files.

C. Let me know if vou wish your address (tempo-
rary or permanent) kept confidentizl. Ctherwise, we
will publish it in keeping with the Herald's spirit
of communication.

Write or call if you have anv questions, sugges-
tions, or contributions Zor the Herald or the
Society.

Gregory Dickson

Department of English

New Mexico Highlands University
Las Vegas, New Mexico 87701

Susan MacNiven
Home:

Wavne Marker
Department Inglish
Universicy Balctimore
1420 North Charles Strezet
Baltimore, Marvland 21201

-
S
£
t

o
o

(=]

ANTROBUS IN VIETNAM?

Fans of Durrell's '"Frying the Flag® will be
pleased to learn that in 1967 the Saigon Daily Post,
in reperrzing a lecture on Fobbes, wrote that the Eng-~
lish pnilosopher had said "the life of man" is "soli-
tary, poor, nasty, british and short." Her Majescv's
Consular officials filed a Strong Protest!

Susan S. MacNiven

RECENT PUBLICATIONS BY OR CONCERNING LAWRENCE DURRELL

* Salute to Rov Campbell, edited and zranslated by
Alister Kershaw, is a revised and expanded version of
Hommage 2 Rov Campbell, which was published in 1958,
Lawrence Durrell has contributed to both versions.
Salute has just been published by The Typographeun
Bookshop, The Stone Cottage, Bennington Road,
Francestown, New Hampshire 03043. The 128-page il-
lustrated book is limited to an edition of 220 cop~
ies; the 200 cloth volumes sell for $45, and the
20 leather for $200 each.

* Ludo Chardenon's In Praise of Wild Herbs: Remedies
& Recipes from 0ld Provence was published last monch.

Lawrence Durrell wrote the Foreword and Gerald
Durrell the Preface; both Durrells have a blurb on
the back cover. This is available from Capra Press,
P. 0. Box 2068, Santa Barbara, California 93120;
the lll-page paperback sells for $7.95 plus postage.

* Durrell’s essay "From the Elephant's Back" appeared
in The Fiction Magazine, Vol. 2, No. 3 (Winter 1983),
Pp. 59-64. This gquarterly can be obtained from the
Editorial Office, 3 Jefireys Street, London XNW! 9PS
for &3 per issue.

* Barry -Carman and John McPherson edited Bimbashi
McPherson: A Life in Egvpt (London: British Broad-
casting Corp., 1983), which has a Preface bv Durrell.
This 313-page cloth bound book sells for &£10.95.

* Durrell also wrote the Foreword to The Nightcharmer
and Other Tales of Claude Seignolle (1983), ctrans-
lated and edited by Eric Hollingsworth Deudon. This
115-page cloth bound wvolume can be purchased from
Texas A & M University 2Press, Drawer C, College
Station, Texas 77843 for $9.95 plus postage.

* In Archibald Lyvall's The (Companion Guide to the
South of France (revised and expanded bv 4. N.
Brangham) are the first four lines of Durrsll's poem
"Congenies" (page 206). This 255-page Spectrum pa-
perback (London: Collins, and Englewood Cliffs, New
Jersey: Prentice-~Hall, Inc., 1983) is selling for
$7.95 at Barnes & Noble in New York.

* Last spring, from 2! Apvril to 25 Mav at the Palais
Municipal des ZIxpositions in Lven (France), there was
an exhibition,"Hommage i Lawrence Durrell,” sponsored
by the 43% Salon Regain -=- Rencontre des Arcs. The
Catalogue for this exhibition contains three paint-
ings by Oscar Zpfs, wvarious Durrell quotations, some
biographical data, two photographs of Durrell, and
comments about Durrell and his literary works by
several artists whose paintings were inspired by
Durrell's writing. To accompany this exhibition
there was a lecture, "Lawrence Durrell le méditerra-
n€en" presented by Madame Renée Camou, and an evening
of poetry and music which included works by Durrell.
For information about obraining copies of this Cata~-
logue, contact Nicolas Kouzoupis, Vice-Président de
REGAIN, 20, rue d'Algérie, 69001 Lyon, France.

* Durrell's book A Smile in the Mind's Eve was trans-
lated into French (Le sourire du Tao) bv Paule
Guivarch and published by Editions Gallimard (Paris),
1982,

B GHT - ETE



gifford
Rectangle

gifford
Rectangle

gifford
Rectangle

gifford
Rectangle

gifford
Rectangle

gifford
Rectangle

gifford
Rectangle


5

L) B agkEH

HEFEH FRES
BEMALE A% o

& A AT EHE A
HEEET o WERRH o
BOEESE % BEEIA 1P RE

2 RIDIEE - MERE
REMTEREGERT
HYOLEET  MZRE o
RN SEBT &
EROIBH TN | HIB KA
ERBERHFT - EHEHO—
FRAZF B I GO H A b o

EEaer et

0f course Durrellians will immediarely recognize the
above as the first stanza of "Certain Landfalls."
For the remainder of this poem in Chinese, & shor:
biographical sketch of Durrell (in Chinese), and a

photograph of Durrell, see pages 315 to 318 of Modern

Poetry: Ease and West (1981) edited by Wong Wai-ming.
This 467-page paperback contains the work of 96 poets
rom 34 countries, and each contribution is printed
bilingually, in its language of origin and 4in Chi-
nese. This ambitious undertaking was in celebration
of the hundredth issue (in October 198!) of the maga-
zine Poetrv published by the Shih Feng Association.
For purchasing information write the publisher: Shih
Feng Association, P. 0. Box 34993, King's Road Post
Office, North Point, Homg Kong. Does anyone in the
Durrell Society read Chinese?

***************************

* "Cricicism and Personality: Lawrence Durrell--inafs
Nin," by Ian S. MacNiven is in Ana%s: An Intrernation-
al Journal, 2 (1984}, pp. 95~100. Ana¥s is availapie
from the Anafs Nin TFoundation / Subscriptioms, 2335
Hidalgo Avenue, Los Angeles, California 90Q39; a
single copy is $7.00, $8.00 for foreign delivery.

i

* David Gascovne's tribute to Tambimuttu, "Tambimutsu
—~1915-1983" in PN Review 34, Vel. 10, No. 2 (1983),
pp. 7-8, includes information about Durrell. Write
PN Review, 208-212 Cora Exchange, Manchester 4,
gngland to inguire about prices of individual issues.

* Peter Baldwin, Society gzember in Birmingham {Eng-
land), writes that Iocanna Tsasos has written a biog-~
rapav, My Brother George Seferis, which was published
by North Central (England ?, 1983 ?7]. Peter has not
vet seen this book, so we do not know if there are
any references to Durrell.

* Labrvs 8 (London, April 1983), an issue devoted to
George Seferis, does contain several mentions af
Durrelil, especially in the sections entitled '"Letters
{of Seferis] to Henry Miller" and "A Selection of
Letters to Ffriends & Family.” Write co-edicor John
Matthews, 26, Redcliffe Gardens, London, SWIO fo pur-
chase Labrvs; in 3ritain single issues cost £2.50 and
2 subscription ¢f three issues is@&5.00.

* In & Stranger and Afraid: The Autobiocgraphv of an
Intellectual dy G. S. Fraser (Manchester: Carcanet
New Press, 1983), there is also information about
Durrell. This is a l96-page cloth book.

* k ko x x k Kk k k k k %k k K kK X k k k *k k k k k % * *

If vou have difficulty finding books or periodicals
published in Britain (or wish to purchase several ti-
tles from one source), try writing Bernard Stone,
Turret Books Steam Press, 42 Lamb's Conduit Street,
London WCIN 3LJ. Bernard Stome is a friend and
sometime~publisher of Durrell, and he usually has a
large selection of Durrell items in his bookstore.

Susan S. MacNiven

REVIZWS OF SEBASTIAN

The following is a selection unsyvstematically col=-
lected of reviews of Lawrence Durrell's fourch Quin-
cunx novel. When vou find other reviews of Sebasci
or bibliographical information omitted from chese ci-
taticns, please note ther and send the material to
the Herald so we can amplify and correct this list in
the next issue.

* Blakeston, Oswell. "The Wreng Poticms.' Tribune
{London), 18 Nov 1983. Shert review that seems al-
most unwillingly to recommend this "unreal extrava-
ganza."

* Cunningham, Valentine. "After Grief and Dearh."
The Times Literarv Supplement (Lomdon), 28 Oct 1982,

p. 1184. A& substantial review that enthusiastically
commends the novel.

* Feinszein, Elaine. 'Love, Death and the Mirror."

b r
1
The Times (Loncon), 27 Oct 1983. Three paragraphs,
favorable.
* Gilbert, Harriett. "Uses of Literacy.” New
Statesman (London), 1l Nov 1983. Three vparagvaphs,
unfavorable.
* Hastings, Selina. "Recent Fiction.” The ailv
Telegrapnh (London), 4 Nov 1983. Reviewlet that dis-
L&iegrapa
ilikes Sebastian burf is impressed bv it.
* Hough, Granham. "Auld Lang Svne." London Review
of Books, 1-21 Dec 1983, p. 14, [Have not seen. |
* Rey, Philip. "Dull Duo." Liversool Dailv Posz,

27 Oct 1983. Dull mini-review.

* Massie, Allan. "The Skull Beneath Fiction's Skin."

The Scotsman (Edinburgh), 29 Oct 1983, A solid re-

view that judges the Quincunx better writing than
the JQuartet,

* Matthews, John. "Constance, or Sclitarv Practices,
Sebastian, or Ruling Passicms.” Labrvs 9, Nov 1982,

. 199-200. Short review that finds Durrell "a sov
o
to read" after "the aridity of nine-tenths of wodern

o "
fiction.

* Rumens, Carol. "Eros and Thanatos in Alex.'" The

Observer (Londen), 23 Oct 1983, p. 32. Shor: review

of qualified praise.

* Ryvan, Alan. -"An Avignon Quinter.” [A Washington,
D.C. area newspaper, before 20 Apr 1984.] Objective,
inteiligent Teview that suggests Durrell has "made
even the reader cne of his own fictional creations."



* Seymour-Smith, Martin. "Exit the Corpse.” The Fi-
nancial Times {(London), 29 Oct 1983. Two paragraphs
informing us that it "looks very much as though
Durrell has written himsel? our."

* Shrapnel, Norman. "A Kind of Cold Fever." The
Guardian (London), 27 Oct 1983. Four paragraphs that
praise “the fourth course" of Durreil's 'current
menu" but will not give it three stars.

* Shrimpton, Nicholas. "The Whodunnit Gaoostic-
Style." The Sundav Times (London), 6 Nov 1983, p. 41.
Excellent review that expects the Quincunx to be "one
of the great novels of our time."

* Skenazv, Paul. '"High-Handed Mysticism/Lowdown De-
sire.” Review [San Francisco 7], 15 Apr 1984, op. 3,
7, 9. A long review that finds much to admire in the
Quincunx but concludes that it is not successiul.

* Thigbaux, Marcelle. "Fiction.”" The New York Times
Book Review, 1 Apr 1984. Insultingly short, vacuous
review,

HELP!

Remember tc send news, comments, questiomns, an-
swers to questions-that-should-have-been-asked for
the next number of The Lawrence Durrell Sociery
Herald. The deadiine for the Zall issue is | Septem~
ber. Greg Dickson, Susan MacNiven, and Waviae Markert
are in neraldic suspense awaiting vour contributions.




